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A walking tour of $50 million worth of changes 


VARIETY 


150 YEARS 


TOP NEWS 


RUSSIA 
OVERTURE 
REVEALED 


Official tried to 
broker meeting 
between Trump, 
Putin; Kushner 
rejected offer. A4 


Last ISIS town 
falls in Iraq 
Iraqi forces backed 
by the U.S.-led 
coalition retook 
Rawah. A4 


Famine looms 
over Yemen 
Closed airports, 
seaports push 
country to human- 
itarian crisis. A2 


Syria chemical 
panel at risk 
Diplomats try to 
save weapons 
investigations. A2 


Sex trafficking 
help increases 
Data shows sexual 
exploitation of 
youth a statewide 
problem. B1 


LOCAL NEWS 


State effort to 
purify water 
Met Council helps 
businesses clean 
industrial output 
at the source. B1 


Rally against 
harassment 
Crowd gathered at 
Capitol to call out 
those who sexually 
harass others. B1 


SPORTS 


U men skate 
past Harvard 
Four players score 
for Gophers in 4-2 
victory at Mari- 
ucci. C1 


Wolves roll 
after slow start 
They blow out Dal- 
las after halftime 
to win 111-87. C1 


BUSINESS 


Galleria adds 
Cov, Exceler8 
Women’s retailer 
Soft Surround- 
ings also added to 
Edina mall. D1 


VARIETY 


Slowing down 
Fido’s dinner 
How to help dogs 
quit bolting their 
kibble without giv- 
ing more food. E8 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Civil rights activ- 
ist Jesse Jackson 
revealed that he 
has been fighting 
Parkinson’s disease 
for two years. A2 
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36° EX 19° 


Novembery; holiday 
warmup ahead. B6 


Senate last hurdle on taxes 


Failure to pass overhaul could exact a high price for Republicans in 2018. 


By ALAN FRAM and MARCY 
GORDON œ Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - Republicans 
have stretched closer to deliver- 
ing the first big legislative victory 
for President Donald Trump and 
their party, whisking a $1.5 tril- 
lion overhaul of business and 
personal income taxes through 
the House. Thorny problems 
await in the Senate, though. 

The House passage of the bill 
Thursday on a mostly party- 
line 227-205 vote also brought 
nearer the biggest revamp of the 
U.S. tax system in three decades. 


What’s next: Insurance mandate, individual tax cuts, mort- 
gage deduction and other issues to watch as bills evolve. A5 


Revival: Trickle-down economics gets another try. A3 


But in the Senate, a similar 
measure received a politically 
awkward verdict from nonpar- 
tisan congressional analysts 
showing it would eventually 
produce higher taxes for low- 
and middle-income earners 
but deliver deep reductions 
for those better off. 

The Senate bill was approved 
late Thursday by the Finance 
Committee and sent to the full 


Senate on a party-line 14-12 
vote. Like the House measure, 
it would slash the corporate 
tax rate and reduce personal 
income tax rates for many. 
But it adds a key feature not 
in the House version: repeal 
of the Affordable Care Act’s 
requirement that everyone in 
the U.S. have health insurance. 
Elimination of the so-called 
individual mandate under the 


Obama health care law would 
add an estimated $338 billion 
in revenue over 10 years that 
the Senate tax-writers used for 
additional tax cuts. 

The nonpartisan Congres- 
sional Budget Office has pro- 
jected that repeal of the man- 
date would result in 13 million 
more uninsured people by 
2027, making it a political risk 
for some lawmakers. 

The Senate panel’s vote came 
at the end of four days of often 
fierce partisan debate. It turned 
angrily personal for Chairman 

See TAX BILL on A5 > 


Gov. Mark Dayton met one of the special Minnesota turkeys at a Thanksgiving ceremony Friday at the Capitol. 


State birds U.S. icons for a day 


Story by JOHN REINAN ° Photo by GLEN STUBBE ° Star Tribune staff 


The nation’s top turkey state 


ALEXANDRIA, MINN.-Therewillbeno they’d pick Bow, a 36-pound showoff is providing the bird for this 
controversy over this presidentialpardon. who loves to strut, preen and dance to A dential d 
A Minnesota-bred gobbler will be Tim McGraw and Faith Hill songs. year 5 presiaental pardon. 


officially named the national Thanks- 
giving turkey next week and receive a 
pardon from President Donald Trump 
at a White House ceremony on Tuesday. 

But it’s not quite as simple as it sounds. 

Minnesota, the nation’s No. 1 turkey 
producer, actually is sending two birds 


“He’s got more personality,” said Kodi 
Bundermann, one of five local 4-H mem- 
bers who helped raise the two 20-week- 
old toms from birth. Tie, Bow’s brother, 
“is more of a follower,” she added. But at 
47 pounds, he’s the bigger bird. 

The birds were raised in a special 


Turkeys in millions, 2016* 
MN EE 44.5 
N.C. i 33.5 

AR. I 26 

IN. Ss 19.5 


to Washington. They'll travel by truckin “presidential suite” on the farm of Carl ae "n 
carriersemblazoned withthe “Sealofthe and Sharlene Wittenburginrural Alexan- e 
National Turkey of the United States.” dria. Carl Wittenburg, a second-genera- 1A. E 11.7 

Only one will get the pardon, how- tion turkey farmer, is this year’s chairman CA. E 11.4 
ever, withthe other standingbyincaseof of the National Turkey Federation, and i = x 


an accident or barnyard scandal. Which 
bird gets picked will be decided by the 
White House. If it were up to the birds’ 
foster parents here in Douglas County, 


the honor of providing the national bird 
always goes to the chairman’s home state. 
The presidential flock started with 
See TURKEY on A8 > 


“Based on turkeys placed Sept. 1, 2015, 
through Aug. 31, 2016 


Source: USDA 


Black drivers say taxi company favored whites 


Green & White denies that it shut them out of high-paying work for corporate accounts. 


By JEFFREY MEITRODT 
jeffmeitrodt@startribune.com 


other taxi companies. 

“I was working my butt off to make $300 or 
$400 a week, and I see other drivers who are 
getting these big accounts and making this big 
money because of their skin color,” said Aaron 
Shaw II, 36, who sued Green & White over 
the alleged racial discrimination last month. 
“I don’t think you can do that in 2017” 

In his lawsuit, Shaw said the company’s 
leasing manager told him that corporate 
accounts were available only to “American 
drivers,” with company officials explaining 
that meant “only white drivers could service 
those accounts.” Shaw said he repeatedly 
complained, but he alleged in the lawsuit 
that the company “did nothing to investigate 
and change their practices.” 

See TAXI on A8 > 


One of the largest taxi companies in the 
Twin Cities, Green & White, is accused 
of discriminating against black drivers by 
steering some ofits highest-paying contract 
work almost exclusively to whites. 

According to a Ramsey County lawsuit 
and interviews with eight current and former 
drivers, Green & White excluded blacks from 
driving for corporate accounts that brought 
in a lot of business and could mean as much 
as $1,000 a week in income. The drivers said 
relying on individual fares made it difficult to 
cover the leasing bills on their cars. 

None of the drivers said they had ever 
been denied work because of their race at 


Aaron Shaw II says a manager at 
Green & White told him corporate 
accounts only went to “American 
drivers.” He’s suing the company. 


Franken 
scandal 
splinters 
support 


Some former allies now 
call for his resignation. 


By MAYA RAO and BRANDON 
STAHL ° Star Tribune staff writers 


Supporters, political allies 
and former employees of U.S. 
Sen. Al Franken responded with 
dismay, confusion and support 
Friday following his public apol- 
ogy for unwanted kissing and 
groping of a woman in 2006. 

Some distanced themselves 
from the Democratic senator, 
including a Minnesota rape 
survivor who said she no longer 
wants Franken to sponsor leg- 
islation she has championed to 
aid sexual assault survivors. At 
the same time, a group of eight 
women who worked for Fran- 
ken in recent years released a 
letter of support stating that 
he always “treated us with the 
utmost respect.” 

The Franken revelations also 
created a divide in the state’s 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor 
Party toward a man who has 
been one ofits most high-profile 
elected officials since he joined 
the U.S. Senate in 2009. Two 
DFL candidates for governor 
in 2018, State Auditor Rebecca 
Otto and state Rep. Erin Mur- 
phy, said Franken should resign, 
while a third — St. Paul Mayor 
Chris Coleman — said that was 
for Franken to decide. 

“I have been so torn by 
what to think, what to say, 
what to do,” Coleman wrote 
in a Facebook post. 

Leeann Tweeden, a Los 

See FRANKEN on A8 > 


Leeann 
Tweeden said 
Franken sent 
her a personal 
note of apol- 
ogy on Friday. 


Plowing up 
land lets out 
more carbon 


UW analysis refuels the 
debate over renewables. 


By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY 
jmarcotty@startribune.com 


Newly plowed land in Min- 
nesota released 1.6 million 
metric tons of carbon into 
the atmosphere each year 
between 2008 and 2012, a con- 
sequence of high corn prices 
and the ethanol mandate. 

Only the Dakotas, Texas and 
Missouri released more carbon 
buried in soil by converting nat- 
ural landscapes to row crops, 
according to an analysis by 
researchers at the University of 
Wisconsin, presented this week 
at a scientific and conservation 
conference on grasslands. 

It adds another element to 
the hotly debated question of 
whether the renewable fuels 
mandate increases or decreases 
the greenhouse gas emissions 
that are driving climate change, 
and whether the resulting 
demand for corn has resulted in 
theloss of prairies, wetlands and 
forests while adding to agricul- 
tural water pollution. Research- 
ers at the University of Wiscon- 
sin combined high-resolution 

See CARBON on A8 > 


Related: A look at carbon 
generation by state, A8 
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